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The quality of education plays a

significant role in establishing the

reputation of a community.

Indianapolis’ commitment to

excellence in education is reflected

through the number of choices and

exceptional value of its public and

private schools.

Catholic Schools…
…an answer to a Parent’s Prayer

For more information, please call 236-1430 or 1-800-382-9836, ext. 1430,
toll free or contact the Catholic School nearest you.

OFFICE OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION, ARCHDIOCESE OF INDIANAPOLIS

1400 N. MERIDIAN ST., P.O. BOX 1410 • INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206
www.archindy.org/oce/ • email: indyoce@archindy.org
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS
OFFICE OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
ARCHDIOCESE OF INDIANAPOLIS
1400 N. Meridian St., P.O. Box 1410
Indianapolis 46206
(317) 236-1430 • 1-800-382-9836
www.archindy.org/oce/

The Catholic school enrollment in the 39-county
Archdiocese of Indianapolis is over 23,000 students
(preschool through grade 12). There are 61 parochial ele-
mentary schools, seven interparochial high schools, and
three private high schools for a total of 71 schools. A total
of 32 elementary and six high schools (including two pri-
vate high schools) are located in the Indianapolis
metropolitan area enrolling over 15,000 students. Most of
the elementary schools offer before and after-school
extended care and many have preschool programs. All
schools have up-to-date technology and provisions for
many students’ special needs. 

A total of 21 National Blue Ribbons from the U.S.
Department of Education have been earned by our
schools in the past four years. Some 24 schools have now
earned a total of 30 Blue Ribbons in the archdiocese since
1985, the most by any (arch)diocese in the country. A
$10 million incentive grant from Lilly Endowment Inc.
matched by over $5 million from other generous corpo-
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INDIANAPOLIS � 

Father Thomas Scecina 
Memorial High School

� Cathedral High School
� Bishop Chatard High School

� Brebeuf Jesuit 
Preparatory School

� Cardinal Ritter 
Jr./Sr. High School

� Roncalli High School

20A

rate and individual donors has resulted in a massive school improvement effort that
has resulted in significant gains in already high student achievement in the Catholic
schools of Marion County. Overall, our students do well on the state ISTEP+ tests,
scoring significantly above state and national averages. The composite high school
graduation rate (new method) is over 96 percent and about 90 percent continue on to
higher education. Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Indianapolis are all state
accredited, and are staffed with licensed educators. Most schools are also accredited
by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.

The cost to operate the schools exceeds $87 million per year. Savings to Indiana
taxpayers is over $185 million per year based on the average cost-per-pupil in public
schools. Elementary tuition averages $2,795 for the first Catholic child in a family
(tuitions are set at the parish level and vary greatly). The average tuition for the first
Catholic child in an interparochial high school is about $5,000, but this varies.
Parishes subsidize the schools to keep tuition costs reasonable. Non-Catholic students
make up about 14% of the elementary population, 21% of the high school and nearly
68% of the students at the seven Indianapolis center city schools. In recent years
fund-raising has resulted in a “building boom” with most school buildings being ren-
ovated and three new schools built.

(Information provided by the Office of Catholic Education, 2006)

http://www.archindy.org/oce/
http://www.archindy.org/oce/
mailto:indyoce@archindy.org



